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Practical Difcourſe 
PRAYER. 


_ Here- is- not any one act of. Religion, 
. which carries. with-it a- more beauriiul 
 _ Luftre:;. or-whick is- af- greater uſe ro 
þ us in all manner of reſpects ; or which 
Fe is more ſtrictly required by the Laws of God ; 
n or better recommended to. us by the practice. of 

God's Saints, eſpecially by the moſt holy Example 

of our blefſed Saviour: himſelf, than thar of 
S Prayer. And for this reafon, I think I cannot 
P do a more- becoming or better Office, than to 
T / diſcourſe upon this Subject after a plain practical 
8 manner ; as fully, and yer as briefly as I can. 


By Prayer I mean now, not only Supplication 
to God, or the Asking and Begging ar his hands 
all ſuch rhings as we want borh for our Souls: 
and Bodies ; but (in the Iargeſt ſenſe of the 
ord) the. Praifing, and ng of his Holy 

A. 3. Name. 


2 APratical Diſconrſe 


}!- Name alſo, and the giving him thanks for all 


thoſe Benefits , which we have already received 
from him. And in diſcourſing upon this Subject, 
I ſhall proceed after this eafie inſtructive Method. 


I. 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Motives, which 
ſerve to Kindle and increaſe in us a Spirit of 


Devotion. 
T1. 


And then Secondly, For the due perfor- 
mance of this great thing, I ſhall ſhew the way 
and manner, after which it is to be done. 


Now there are ſeveral Motives unto Prayer, 
which may be raken. 1. Partly frem the Con- 
fideration of God's Narure and Works, and 
2. Partly too from the Conſideration of Prayer 
it ſelf. 

A 


Firſt, The Greatneſs and Majeſty of God is ſo 
infinite, and he is ſo infinitely exalted above all 
things elſe, that he deſerves, and is highly worthy 
of all manner of Adoration, by reaſon of the Per- 
fe&tions and Glories of his Nature. All worſhip 
is founded upon the real, or ar leaſt ſuppoſed Dig- 
niry of the Obje& ; and the very blindeſt Pcople 
in every Nation pay it, becauſe they believe that 
there is ſomerhing above them, and thar the Being 
they worſhip 1s berter and greater than themſelves. 
We therefore ro whom the true and ever-bleſſed 


Gad hath been pleaſed e-3veal, himfclf ſo plainly 
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upon Prayer. 3 
from Heaven, ſhould never fail in this part of our 
Dury ro him, | becauſe we know him ro be the 
moſt Excellenr Being in the World, Higher than 
all that are in rhe Earth, exalted far above all 
Gods (or, above the Higheſt Digniries ) P/al. 97. 
9. God hath ſo manifeſted himſelf in times paſt 
by his Prophets. and in the laſt days by the Erter- 
nal Son of his Boſom, that if People would bur 
look upon him by Faith, and with attentive 
Minds contemplate rhuſe admirable Gloris, 
wherewith he ſhines, ir would naturally move 
them ro proſtrarc themſelves before him, and to 
offer up the affections of their Souls ro him. 
For the Reaſons of our Devorions are in his own 
moſt perfet Nature; and thoſe perfections 
which we diſcover there, do caſt fuch a power- 
fuF influence upon our Minds, that they ſer the. 
Faculries of the Soul preſently on work ; ard 
after a moſt kindly manner excite us ro ſuch acts 
of Adoration, as are ſuitable to thoſe appre- 
henfions we have of the Divine Being. As 
for inſtance. | 


The Notions we have of God are, thar he is 
Erernal, Self-exiſtentr, abſolutely Perfect, in- 
finitely Happy, full of Majeſty, Glorious in Ho- 
lineſs ; and that Heaven is his Throne, and 
the Earth is his Footftool. And if we would 
rightly conſider this, and conſider withall what 
our own condition is, what needy, frail, deſ- 
picable, and wretched things we are, this alone 
would powerfully move us, to fall down upon 
our Knees before him, to praiſe and magnifie 
his Name, to extol his Greatneſs, and ro 
worſhip him with all 2 Awe and nn. 
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own good plexfure : 
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| Again; We have this Notion of God, that- 


< 


he 1s about our Paths, and about our- Beds, 


and underſtanderh all our ways ; that he ieeth in 
Secret ; that he maketh manifeſt the Counſels 
of the Heart; and rhat where rwo or three 
are gathered: rogether in his. Name, there he 
1s in the midſt of them. And how naturally 


doth the conſideration of God's Omnipreſence, 


and Omniſcience move us, to pray every where 
vnto him 2. To pour. out our Hearts before 
him ? in all our- neceflities- and circumſtances to 
call upon him, and ro ſpeak to him with that 


ſincerity of Heart, with that attention of Mind, 


wirh rthar fervency of Afﬀection, and- with that 
modeſt, humble, and reverent: Behaviour; which 
22ecomes thoſe, who are under the. Eye, and 
22 the preſence and. hearing of. rhax infinite 
Being, who ſfearcheth the very Heart and Reins ? 


This. Notion we: have- of God too, thar 
wharfoever he pleaſerh that he doeth. in. Hea- 
ven, and in Earth; that he ordererth all things 
according. ro the Counſel of his. own will ; and 


that he. will, have mercy on whom, he: will 


haye mercy,: So that if any Man. be. more 
excellent. than his Neighbour, whether- 1t be in 
Spiritual, or. in Temporal, and Worldly reſpects, 
it is God that makes the diflerence , of- his 
And doth. not this lay 
very fſtrict- obligations upon us ro ſeek his face 
cvermore ?. To be canſtant- Supplicants at the 
"Throne of Grace?. And to give-rhe Lord moſt 
humble and hearty rhanks for- the Benefits and 
B:cflings, he is pleaſed ro beſtow upon us ?. | 

Agan ; 
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Again'3 The Notion of God ſignifies a Be- 
ing infinitely wiſe ; that knows all our wants, 
and whar is ,beſt and moſt convenient for us : 
infinitely Powerful, that. is able ro anſwer all. 
our necefſiries ; and infinitely Good , rhar ex- 
rendeth his mercies ro all. his Works, and is 
particularly gracious tro all that call upon him, 
ro all that call upon him faithfully. And it. 
we ſeriouſly conſider that we depend upon his 
good Providence every, moment . of our Lives, 
it would powerfully move us, ro have recourle 
unto him continually, to open our hearts to 
him; to lay our neceffities- before him, im-- 
porrunarely beſceching him ro take us under his 
care ; and to ſupply us with all things needful. 
both for Soul and Body.. 

Above all, it would charm us into Devort- 
on, did we but confider, how God loves eve- 
ry Soul, which he hath created ; thar as he 1s- 
happy in himſelf, ſo he deſires. thar we roo 
gnay be perfealy happy in him; that all his 
Diſpenſations are in order to this great end ; 
that the very Duties he exacterh ar our hands, 
are intended ro fit, and prepare us for it ; that 
the very affiictions he lays upon us are to 
diſcipline us for Heavca 3 and thar all things 
work together for:good to them that love him. 
Theſe conſiderations are enough to kindle in: 
our hearts the moſt ardent affections towards 
him ; And where affection 1s, there will be all 
cheartul Obedience, and there our Love of 
God will make us with readineis, and zeal, 
and pleaſure of Mind expreis rhe ſenſe we have 
of his great. Goadneſs, by 'the moſt devour 
Adorarions. 
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Ir is far want of a true ſenſe of God, thar 
People are ſo ſeldom ar Prayer ; ſo hardly 


drawn to it; ſo cold, and careleſs, and, as it 


were, unconcerned at it. Right apprehenſions 
of his Nature and Perfections do narurally caſt 
ſuch an 'influence upon rhe mind, as would 
to0n ſer the Powers and Faculties of the Soul 
on motion, if we would diſpoſe onr ſelves ſo, 
as to be capable of thoſe Divine impreſſions ; 
and if we would duly conſider what God? 15 
in . himſelf. And for that purpoſe we ſhould 
look every day for him in the Scriprures, and 
contemplate thoſe Beauties and Glories, under 
which he is- repreſented ro us in the Scriptures ; 
ior there we wn a rrue Revelation of his 
Effence and Artribures ; rhere he is repreſented 
as a Being ſo Great and Holy, ſo Immenſe 
and Glorious, ſo Omnipotent and Omniſcient, 
ſo Wiſe and Powerful, ſlo Communicative Kind 
and Beneficent, and in every reſpect ſo Amiable 
and Adorable, that, were there no other con- 
fiderarions, this alone rouching the rranſcendenr 
Excellznce of his Nature, would be a ftrong 
Argument to move us to worſhip him Gaily in 
the Beaury of Holineſs. 


IT. 


]f beſides this, we confider God in his Works, 
ani as he ſtands related ro us under the no- 
tion of a Being, in whom we Live, and Move, 
and have our Being, and to whom we owe all 
thar we have, all that we are, and all thar 
we expect and hope ro be, we ſhall find whar 
2 juſt Right, Title, and Claim he hath to our 
daily 
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daily Devotion. Theſe Works of God are of | 
three ſorts. 


1. Firſt, His Creating and Forming of us ut 
the Womb. By Virtue hereof he doth juſtly 
challenge and require all poffible ſervices from 
us, as his peculiar Right and Due ; and it was 
for this end, thar he faſhioned rhe ſeveral Mem- 
bers of our Bodies, and endued us with Rea- 
tional Souls, that we ſhould Glorifie him with 
our Bodies, and with our Spirits. 


And what can be more reaſonable, than that 
he, who gave us Hearts, ſhould have them ? 
Thar he who formed our Lips, ſhould be prai- 
ted and magnified with them 2 Thar we ſhould 
Worſhip and fall down, and Kneel before that 
infinite Being, which 1s our Maker? TI wit 
praiſe thee, O Lord (faith the Holy Pfalmiſt, 
for this rcaſon) bec.:ſe I am fearfrlly and won- 
aerfully made, Pſal. 159. 14. And would ro God 


every Man would \crioufly confider, before Ie 


goes our of the Worid, for what end and pur- 
paſe he came 1mo ir! *'Twill be a very dit- 
mal thing in thar day, when the rerrors oft 
Death are about him, ro have the Torments 
of an Evil Conſcience tco, and to remember 
with anguiſh and bitterneſs, how many bleſſed 
Opportunities of Devotion he hath deſpiſed : 
how much time he hath thrown away upon 
Wicked , or upon vain Employments, which 
God ſent him into the World ro ſpend upon 
offices of Religion ; and for how many years 
rogether he hath diſhonoured the Majeſty of 
Heaven with thaſe Faculties, which were made 
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ro ſerve, and Glotifie and Adore him. - Think 
ofren, I beſeech you, of the Day of your dit- 
ſolurion , when the Duſt thall rerurn to the 
Earth 'as it was, and the Spirit ſhall rerurn 
unto God, who gave it. Lay up betimes a 
good Treaſure againſt that day : Pur not off 
Devotion as a work proper only for a Death- 


| Bed. God alone knowerh, how you will be 


diipoſed at that time. They have not cryed un- 
79 me with their heart, when they howled upon 
heir Bed, ſaith God; Hoſea 75. 14. Your Hearts 
may deceive you at your laſt Hour, rhough 
you think your ſelves ſure of them now. A 
Life of Piery and Devotion cannor poflibly de- 
ceive you. It muſt needs fave you many 
Tears, and Groans, and bitrer Thoughts of 
Heart ; bur it cannot coſt you any ro con- 
der, that you have remember'd the Creator 
trom the days of your Youth. 


2. Arother work of God, by - Virtue where- 
of he hath a juft right ro our Prayers and 
Praiſes, is his Providence. Hereby God pre- 
ſerves that Being, which he firſt gave us; 
tzpports our Faculties, and ſupplies us with all 
tags, that are necciſary and ſuitable ro our 
Natures. 


The Meaſures of Gcd's Providence are not 
all equal or alike; bur it differs in 1ts pro- 
Portion , according as things differ in Degree 
and Dignity. -It 1s general over all things, and 
ibews it ſelf by conſerving and ſuſtaining every 
part of the Univerſe. Ir is particular and ſpe- 
cial over Men, who are the principal part of 
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the ſublunary World ; and as they are Bvil 
or Good, ſo doth God' adapt and: ſuit-his Pro- 
vidence to them, according to their reſpective 
conditions. He tenders his Grace and Mercy 
even to the Wicked; is Patient and Long- 
ſuffering rowards them , that the ſenſe of his 
Goodneſs may lead them ro Repentance. Up- 
on their fincere Repentance he Pardons them : 
bur if inftead of hearkning to his Calls, they 
continue obſtinare, and go on ſtill in their 
Wickedneſs, then he doth Puniſh and Plague 
them ; oftentimes makes them vifible Examples 
of his Wrath and Vengeance, even in this 
World ; and ſometimes too delivers them up to 'a 
Reprobate Mind, which is the heavieſt and 
ſoreſt Plague of all. To ſuch as make a due 
uſe of his Grace he giveth more. Theſe he 
Nurrureth and Loves, as a Father doth his 
Children, and indeed with much more render- 
neſs and compaſſion. He taketh a moft eſpecial 
care of them : The very Hairs of their Heads 
are all numbred; they want no manner of 
thing, that is really good for them ; and though 
he doth ſuffer them ſometimes ro be evil en- 
treated and hardly uſed here, = he never lets 
them go out of his hands; but compenſates 
their ſufferings. abundantly, and makes. all things 
work together for their good ; nor can any 
thing in this World be able ro ſeparate them 
from his Love. 


And dorh riot all this make it neceflary for 
us, to be converſant daily at rhe Throne of 
Grace? Is it God that upholdeth us; and are 
Bot we concerned to beſeech him. nor to _ 

| W 
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draw his arm from under us? Is it of his 
meer Compaſſion and Mercy, that we are nor 
utterly conſumed ; and ſhall we nor you and 
adore him for it? Is it at his hands that we 
muſt receive every good and perfect gift ; 
and ſhall we not repair ro him in all our 
Neceffities ? Is the Sword, Famine, and Pefti- 
lence ; every calamity we feel, and every Judg- 
ment we are afraid of ; are all theſe ſent from 
God, and are we not deeply concerned to 
deprecate his Vengeance? Is ir God alone, thar 
can forgive Sin; and is it not our duty to beg 
It upon our Knees? Or, have we not Sins to 
ask his Pardon for? Have we no other wants 
ro be ſupplied? Are there no Mercies that. 
we ſtand in need of? Have we no Souls nor 
Bodies to be provided for ? Are thereno Evils we 
defire tro be delivered from? Are there no Dan- 
gers we would avoid ? Is not God's Protection 
Day and Night neceſſary to be deſired ? Is nor 
his ſpecial Grace and Favour to be Implored ? 
Or, have we not received any Favours and 
Bleflings ro return him our 'Thanks for > Theſe 
things carry their own light with them ; 
and it muſt needs be the greateſt ſtupidity, to' 
be wanting ro our ſelves in. a caſe, where 
there are ſo many ftrict and weighty Obli- 
gAtions. 


3. Beſides theſe Works of Providence which 
relate moſtly ro this Life, we are ro conſider 
the ſtupendious Work of Redemption, whereby 
the great Lover of Souls hath done all thar 
was on his part to do to prepare us for a Life 


Erernal. And one would think this to be work 


cnough 
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enough for us all our days, ro Bleſs and Praiſe, 
and Adore God for his unſpeakable and infi- 
nite Love to loſt Mankind, in tending the Son 
of Its Love, the Lord Jeſus into the World, 
thar whoſoever believeth in him ſhould nor 
Periſh. - The Exemplary Holineſs of Chriſt's 
Life ; his Death and Sufferings ; his Reſurfe- 
&ion and Aſcenſion into Heaven ; his ſendin 

the Apoſtles ro preach the Goſpel unto all 
Nations ; and the wonderful effuſion of the 
Holy Spirit, ro render rheir Miniſtry ſucceſs- 
ful; and ro be with the Church ro the Worlds 
end ; theſe were glorious Methods, whereby 
God carried on the great Work of Redemp- 
tion. And as we ought with the moſt Devour 
Hearts to offer unto God daily our Sacrifices 
of Praiſe for theſe ineſtimable Blefſings ; ſo 
ſhould we Beg the continual Afﬀiſtance and 
Increment of his Grace ; that We may make 
a due uſe of them, left rhe Death of Chriſt, 
and the Preaching of his Goſpel be. all invain 
to us; and leſt we make our ſelves Reprobates 
and Sons of Perdition at the laſt. In the nexr 
Life there will be an end of Chriſt's Oeco- 
nomy ; He will deliver vp this his Kingdom 
to the Father, and then the ſtare of every Man, 
whether ir be in Bliſs or in Miſery, will be 
unalterable; And how can we think of ano- 
ther World, and not Pray unto. God ro De- 
liver us in rhe hour of Death, and in rhe day 
of Judgment ? We cannot be ſuch Fools as to 
think we ſhall live here for ever. All of us muſt 
die in our turns; though Men are apt to pur 
the Day of their Diffolution far from them, 
yet ſooner or later it will certainly _ : 
or 
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for it is appointed unto Mm once to die, and 
after that to be jndged, Heb. 9. 27. And how 
can we expedt any happineſs another day, if 
either we do nor think there is fuch a thing, 
or do not think it worth our Prayers? Ir will 
be moſt juſt for God ro deny us that, which 
we would nor ſo much as ask for : Thar cer- 
rainly is the eafieſt and leaſt rhing we can do, 
and if our Salvation be of ſuch vaſt Concern- 
ment, that we muſt* work it out with fear and 
trembling, ir muſt needs be the greateſt folly 
in the World to expect it, if we will not take, 
no not ſuch lirrle pains for ir, as the Lifting 
up of the Hearr, and the labour of ones Lips. 
amounts to. 


2. Having thus confidered thoſe Morives- 
unto Prayer, which are raken from God's Per- 
fe&tions and Works, let us how proceed to thoſe 
which may be drawn from the thing ir ſelf. 

Prayer is a neceſſary and due acknowledg- 
ment of God's Sovereignty over all. He know-- : 
eth all our Neceffities, whether we ask him or 
no: He is privy to the very ſecrets of our 
Hearrs, though we pour not out our Com- 
plaints before Im: He. underſtanderh our 
thoughts afar off; . and therefore he doth nor 
ſtand in any need of our Supplications : He 
hath appointed us to pray. tro him; that there-- 
by we may admire him the Lord Paramount, ard 
that we may teſtifie our inward ſenſe, that our 
whole dependence is upon him ; that whatever 
we have, we receive at his hands; that he 
harh the ſupreme Propriety in all that we: 
enjoy ; that the whole Earth is the Lords, _ 
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the: fulneſs. thereof ; and for- that: Reaſon. we 
are. bound to: do him Homage; all People 
muſt fall down before him, and all - Natiens. 
muſt pay him ſervice. 


Prayer- is. the. greateſt-- Priviledge- we- poor 
Creatures have in this World ; That Duſt and 
Aſhes- can ſpeak freely to the God- of- Comfort; 
that we can repair-to him in all our Streights 
and moſt melancholly Circumſtances; rhat-we 
can- with. confidence and- ſafery open our very: 
Hearts tro him, -and acquaint him: with. our -- 
Condition ; that, we can come with boldneſs: 
to rhe Thrane- of Grace; and that we can beg- 
of God with. a full affurance, that: we- ſhall: 
receive of him what: we would. haye, or that: 
which is much better. 


Prayer. is a direct. Inſtrument of  Vertne and+ 
Holineſs, When; we are at our: Prayers; we: 
Are, or. ought. to be very; ſerious ; and: when: 
we. are {5, many ſerious: thoughts are apt ra 
fall. in, touching Death: and: Judgment, rouch-. 
ing Heaven and Hell, rouching rhe Puriry and 
Omniſcience of that infinite Being we are 
ſpeaking ro, and rouching the vain and un- 
certain: Condition. of this World. By. this means 
our. Hearts by degrees come to be weaned from 
this World, and ro long: for a Better:; our 
Minds are kept in continual ' Awe, left we: ot- 
fend God, whoſe mercy and goodneſs is to 
bring us to it; our Lufts cool, and we are led 
ro Repentance ; the Remembrance of our Sins 
and Follies becomes bitrer; Humiliry, Charity, 
and Meekneſs take poſſeflion of our Souls ; 


and 
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and we lcarn to be Parient, to reſign our ſelves 
4 into the hands of God, and ſubmit to his 
eavenly will in all caſes. 


Bur nothing can be a greater Motive unto 
Prayer, than the Power and Uſefulneſs of ir, 
in the returns it makes us. The effeftual fer- 
vent Prayer of a righteous Man” availeth much, 
Fam. 5. 16. Ir hath wrought Miracles ; and 
though Miracles are ceaſed long ago, yer God 
heareth ftill, and never do we go away from 
the Throne of Grace empry, if we pray as we 
ſhould. Many ' times God hears our Prayers, 
and we are not ſenſible of ir, becauſe we do 
not preſently receive the very thing we defire. 
Bur the requeſt is Granted, though it may not 
be actually Fulfilled at our own time, and in 
our own way. For wiſe and good reaſons 
God doth defer the beſtowing of the matter 
we crave for, and ſomerimes exchangerh ir, and 
| vra us a Berter thing in lien of ir. No 
Prayers miſcarry if they be rightly Qualified, 
or if they, who offer them, be rightly Diſpoſed. 


IT. 


And this brings me tro that, which we are 
to conſider in the nexr place, viz. After what 
way and manner this great and ſolemn a& of 
Religion ought ro be performed. 


I. 


And Firſt, When we are going to our 
Prayers, we muſt be very careful to go with 
gouls 


a. - Sh ww... > @. © YC. 


upon Prayer. I5: 
Youls purified from Sin by fincere Repen- 
rance. For God heareth not Sinners, John 9. 31. 
If I regard Iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me, Pſal. 66. 18. He that turneth away 
his Ear from hearing the Law, even hu Prayer 
ſhall be abomination, Prov. 28. 9. I will that 
men pray every where , lifting up holy hands, 
1 Tim. 2. 8. where the Apoſtle alludes to a - 
cuſtom . among the Jews, inftirured by God him- 
ſelf (and obſerved anciently by moſt Nations) 
of waſhing before Prayer, Exod. 40. 32 A My- 
ſtical Rite fignifying the Spiritual Cleanneſs, 
which is requiſite in all thar prepare themſelves 
to ſpeak unto the God of Purity : And fo the 
Pſalmiſt explains ir, Pſal. 26. 6. I will waſh my 
hands in Innocency ; and ſo will I compaſs thine 
Altar, O Lord. 


Theſe places of Scripture do not mean, thar 
we muſt not Pray, if we have commirred Sin, 
or if we have the ſenſe of any: guilt upon us: 
No, we muſt Pray the rather, that God may 
forgive and pardon the Sins we have commit- 
red : Bur the meaning is, thar we are notto. 
go to our Prayers, with the love of Sin abour . 
us, or with purpoſes to Sin on ſtill. 


Our Souls muſt be clean and pure from 
wicked Reſolutions and Aﬀections ; we muſt 
appear before rhe Lord empry, in this ſenſe ; 
void of all finful Habirs and Intentions. The 
Heart is the Cenſer, and it muſt be Holy ; 
and the Incenſe muſt be Holy, which comes 
our of ir. If any Luſts of Uncleanneſs be bur- 
ning there, it is as abominable, as rhe offering 


up 
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up of- Unhallowed fire. If there be Envy or 
atred, Malice, Bitterneſs, or defigns. of Re- 
venge, it 1s. as if we lifted up hands defiled 
_ with: Blood: For in the conſtruction of the 
Gaſpel, he. chat: hateth his Brother is a murderer, 
1 Joh. 3. 15. If there be that which the Scrip- 
rure calls. Filrhineſs of Spirit, it is like the 
offering of: Swines-Fleſh. If there be a Rave- 
nous: or- Quarrelſome temper, it-is like the-pre- 
ſenting- of a Dog's. Neck. If there: be an in- 
fatiable. or - inordinate. love of the World; it- is 
like Sacrificing- to: an Idol. We ſhould be ſure ' 
therefore at our; Devotion to have. Penitent and 
Honeſt Hearts, pure Aﬀedctions, and gracious. 
Lips: Iris the Holy. Perſon, that makes: the 
Prayer Holy ; that Sandctifies the- Alrar and the 
Sacrifice upon it, ſo as ro make the ſayour. 
—_— _ in God's- Notrils. wr Sin 
* Ltyetty at the Daor, it: ſtops: the paſla Yer, 
and. hindess: it: from: be hceftal Such 2 
one: hath; na. benefit; either- by - his own Prayers, 
or other: Mens: Witneſs. the; Story of Achan, 
Foſb: 7. Achau had: kepr- ſome of: rhe. ſpoil; of 
Ferichoy, which was- cenſecrared: to: the Lord ; 
this- Sin. was imputed: to. the whole Congre- 
gation ; and: God- refuſed to hear Foſhua's. Pray- 
er for them; The Lord ſaid unto Foſhua, get 
thee. up, wherefore lieſt thou. thus upon thy face ? 
Ifrael hath ſined , for they. have even taken of 
tbe accurſed thing.; (that is, the thing: which 
was: devored: unto. me, and which hath now 
brought a Curſe upon them) Foſ. 7. 10. 11. vin 
unrepented of hinders the Power and Efficacy. 
of Prayer. . 


Il. 
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#pon -Prajyer. : 
11. 


Befides Innocence of -Hearr, - there is - required 
in 'a.devour-Perſon Conſtancy-and Perſeverance. 
Pray without - ceaſing, 1 Thefl. 5. 17. Continuing 
inſtant in Prayer, Rom. 12. 12. Praying always 
with all Prayer and Supplication #n the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perſeverance, Epheſ. 
6. 18. Continue m Prayer, and watch mm the. ſame 
with Thanksgiving, Col. 4. 2. (All which com- 
mands are purſuant to-that of our Blefſed Sa- 
viour, that Men ought always to Pray, and not 
to faint, Luke 18. 1. 


Theſe places of Scripture are not ro be un- 
derſtood 1n ſuch a ftridt: ſenſe, as if we 'were 
tro employ our 'whole -time- at Prayer, ' without 
doing . any rang elſe; for that is inconſiſtent 
with the bufineſs of our Callings, and impofli- 
ble for humane Nature to do : ' Bat 'the mean- 
ing is, that -our minds muſt always be devour- 
ly diſpoſed ; that ſome portions of ' every day 
ſhould be {er aftde for :Prayer., that 'we ſhould 
be diligent, and frequent : at (it, 'addited to ir, 
and intent upon it ; and that we' ſhonld 'nor ler 


| flip any ſer or convenient hours of Devotions, 


but obſerve them conſtantly as -oft as they 
return. 


'As Saint Chryfftom hath rightly noted, "fin 
Col. 4. 2.) -the Devil  throughly ' knows whar-a 


good thing Prayer is; arid' therefore 'he mightily 


endeayours to keep People from it. +He draws 
*thent- into his own Snares, by drawing them a- 
way 
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way from God; by tempring them, firſt ro pray 


ſeldom, and ſo by degrees to give it quite over. 


By this wile of the Devil there is. a great 
| ſtrangeneſs berween them and God, which at 


laſt endeth in dire& Enmiry : And then ir falls 
our as it happens uſually in differences berween 

and Man. that the offender is the hard- 
eſt ro be reconciled. 


It is therefore our Wiſdom ro Renew our 
Prayers, and to draw nigh unto God often ; 
to repair to him as frequently, art leaſt, as the 
Holy Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, Evening and Mornm 
and at Noonday will I pray, and cry aloud, Pal 
55-17. By this means our Hearts will be 
kept up ar a high Key ; our acquaintance with 
God will nor only be preſerved, bur increaſe 
roo ; the Dury it ſelf will become eaſfie and 
delighrful-; our Life will reſemble in ſome 
meaſure the Heavenly ſtate, and we ſhall pre- 
pare our ſelves by it for the ſervices of E- 
_— the Joys above will be our portion here; 
our Converſation will be every day in Heaven 
rogether with our Hearrs ; our Lemprartions un- 
to Sin will lefſen ; our irregular Aﬀections will 
be the berrer conquered, and the ſooner rranſ- 
formed into a Divine Love; and if there could 
be a ſinleſs State on Earrh, this would be the 
ready way to it, becauſe it would keep the 
Minds of Men under a continual Awe and Dread 


of offending that Holy, Juſt, and Omniſcienrt 


Being, in whoſe Preſence they muſt appear, 
and ro whoſe Majefty they muſt ſpeak the | 


Befides, 


next hour. 


more im 


upon Prayer. I9 


Befides, we muſt not always expect to be 
heard for once or twice ſpeaking. God doth 
many times ſuſpend the anſwering our deſires, 
to Try and Exerciſe our Faith, ro envigorare 
our Zeal, ro make our Devotion the more fer- 
vent, and our Addrefſes to him the more and 
rrunate, like the Cries of the reſt- 
leſs Widdow in the Parable, which our Saviour 
uſed as an Argument to ſhew, that Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint, Luke 18. If 
therefore our wants are not ſupplied as we 
would have them, the fault is in our fſelyes, 
becauſe we are not ſo Conſtant, ſo Frequenr, 
ſo Importunare ar our Prayers, as we ſhould 
be. Ir is a ſer and ſtated Courſe of Devotion 
that God is pleaſed with ; and this 1s one rea- 
ſon why we reap ſo little profir by all our La- 
bours under the _ becauſe we {1 vander a- 
way a great of our time upon Vanity, or 
—_ Vie with ſhould be devoted unto Gad, ro 
maintain a continual intercourſe and communion 
with him, and to ferch down his Bleflings upon 
us: Such an intercourſe as was between God 
and Facob, when the Angels were Aſcending 
and Deſcending on the Ladder. 


IN 


Prayer muft be accompanied with Faith. If 
any of you lack Wiſdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth 
not, and it ſhall be given him: But let him ask 
in Faith (or, with Faith) nothing waveriug, &c. 


Fames 1.5. 6. 
— The 
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The 'meaning is not, that we muſt always 
confidently believe, thar we ſhall moſt certain- 
ly receive every icular thing we pray for. 
We cannot confidently expedt what God hath 
not fome way or ' other, and in ſome meaſure 
or other, promiſed. And tho' he hath abſolure- 
ly rommiled us all rhings which perratn ro Erernal 
Life, and'Godlineſs ; yer there are other things, 
which appertain to this preſent Life, which he 
'hath -promiſed with ſome limitarions-; that is 
if ſach -and [ſuch things be Neceflary, -or Pro- 
fitable, or Convenient for us. Seeing then all 
the 'promiſes of God are nor of equal Extent, 
-and ſeeing ones "Faith can go no farther than 
the 'promiſe --goes, we cannor firmly believe, 
that we - ſhall have every particular thing'grant- 
ed ns, becauſe we cannor eertainly-rell, whether 
this or that in 'particufar will be- Beneficial, or 
Proper for'us: Whatever: we may wmagine -or 
conceive -in our own thoughts, -it '1s God alone 
that knows -rhat infallibly ; and rherefore we 
cannor be-affared, -thar God'will give it us. 


. We are to underſtand the'marrer thus. then; 
that when we Pray -we nwſt-be firmly-perſua- 
ded in our minds, that God knoweth how to 
grant the rhing we beg of him, and thar he is 
| able and ready to do it, if he ſees it neceſſa- 
ry or -good for us. There muſt be no -doubr 
of God's Power-and Goodneſs, nor of | his Care 
for us : He - that © cometh to him muſt” believe, not 
only that -he is, but- alſo that he is a Remwarder of 
chem that "diligently ſeek him, Heb.-11 6. When 
therefore we are preparing our ſelves for :Pray- 


er, that we may prepare our Hearts aright, we 
ſhould 


ſhould entertain our Minds with the ſerious 
conſideration of God's Attributes and Perfe&ti- 
ons ; that his Mercy reacherh over all his Works ; 
that he is the. faithful God ; that he cannor 
Lie ; that with him there is no variableneſs or 
ſhadow of Change ; that his promiſes are Yea 
and Amen; that he is nigh unto all who call 
upon him fairhfully, and that-he will ( one way 
or other) fulfill the defires of them that fear 
him. Such Coufiderarions as thefe will enjiven 
and envigorate our Prayers with an active Faith ; 
and in the ſtrength thereof we may draw near 
and fall low, in full afſurance thar his Ear is 
open, and his Hand ready, to give us the very 
things we long for, or ſomething elfe which in 
= infinite Wiſdom he knowerh ro be better 
Or us. 


IV 


In our Prayers we muſt with all humbleneſs 
of Mind evermore ſubmir our ſelves ro God's 
Will and Plealure. Thy Mill be done on Earth 
as it is in Heaven, 1s a part of that Prayer, 
which our Blefſed Lord himſelf formed for our 
Daily uſe. And tho' thoſe words do primarily 
mean ſuch an active, chearful, and univerſal 
Obedience to God's Commands as the Angels of 
Heaven expreſs; Yer in a Secondary Senſe they 
ſignifie roo ſuch Patience and Submiſſion ro God's 
Providence, as was ſo eminent in the Lord or 
Life and Glory ; who in his laſt Agonies refigncd 
up himſelf into his Fathers: hands, with this ho- 
ly requeſt, Not my W711, but thy Will be done. 


B Becauſe 
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Becauſe we are ſo ignorant of thoſe things | 
which are really for our good, it is very rea- 
fonable we ſhould leave it unto God: ro deter- 
mine for us; and ir is for good reaſons that he 


doth ſometimes deny even his faithful Seryants 


the requeſt of their Lips. 


Though the matter of their Prayers, or the 
thing they defire ro have, may be Lawful e- 
nough in it ſelf, yet accidentally and in the 
conſequence it may be harrful, or very dangerous, 
tho' they do nor think it; and in ſuch a caſe ir 
is a Favour- and Kindneſs, if God gives them 
ſuch a denial as the Lord Jeſus gave Fames 
and Fohn when they put their Mother upon 
asking that they might ſit, the One on his Right 
Hand, and the Other on his Left in his King- 
dom ; Ye know not what ye ask, ſaith our Savi- 
our, Matth. 20. 22. 


Or perhaps the thing they pray againſt, may 
be indeed for their good, - tho' they be nor ſenſible 
of it for the preſent; and rhen God is their 
Friend in ſuffering them to labour under it, eſpe-, 
cially if he grant their defires another way ; 
as he never faileth ro do inifuch caſes. You 
know Sr. Paul complained of a Thorn in his 
Fleſh, a Meſſenger of Saran ſenr ro buffer him, 
2 Cor. 12.7. Divines cannot certainly rell, whar 
the particular rhing was, which he compared 
to a Thorn ; whether ir was ſome acute Diſeaſe 
in his Body, or ſome perſecution outwardly. 
Queſtionleſs ir was ſome ſharp AMiction or o- 
ther, which touched him ro the quick; and 


St. Chryſoſtom's opinion is very probable, that ir 
was 


' wpon Frayer. . "WY 
was ſome very harſh uſage he received from 
fome oppoſers of the Trurh, who were the Devils 


Inftraments ro impriſon, beat, and ſcourge 


the Apoſtle. Whatever that "Thorn in his Fleth 
was, notwithſtanding all his Prayers ir was not 
drawn our. He beſoughr the Lord thrice ( thar 
is, often ſaith Sr. Chry/oſtom ) that it might de- 
part from him. Bur his Prayers could nor pre- 
vail : Becauſe whatever the Devils Inſtruments in- 
rended, God intended it in Mercy ro him, that 
he might nor be exalted above meaſure, 
through the abundance of his Revelati- 
ONS. 


However his Prayers did not rerurn empty ; 
inſtead of Deliverance from Pain, he recerved. 
divine Afiſtance and Suport from above. My 
Grace, ſaid God, is ſufficient for thee ; for my 


_ . ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs ; and rhar . 


was far. better than if he had his Prayers an- 
ſwered in kind. And from this fingle inſtance 
we learn, whatever our Condition, and what- 
ever our own Defires may be, ftill ro ſubmir 
ro the will and pleaſure of God ; who beſt 
knows what is fit for us. Tho' we have nor 
the very thing we pray for, yer God will give us 
that which will do us more good, if we be 
bur mindful of our Dury to him.. And rtho' he 
lers us go about with Thorns in our Fleſh, yer 
his Grace is as ſufficient for us, as it was for 
St. Paul; and as long as we receive a ſufficient 
meaſure of Humiliry, Parience, and Meekneſs, 
rogether with a Morrtified Temper, and a Chri- jj 
ſtian frame of Hearr, we have reaſon ro bleſs If 
God for ſuch a plentiful and rich return of our 

B 2 Prayers ; 
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Prayers; and to adore his Goodneſs, that we have 


much more -than we deſerve, and much better 
things than-we deſire. 


v 


Prayer muſt be accompanied with great -at- 
tention ; TI mean a ſettled and compoſed Temper, 
2 ſtaid Mind, with our Thoughts gathered to- 
gether into a Centre, and all of rhem fix'd upon 
the ſolemn buſineſs we are about. Men cannor 
expect that God will mind thoſe Prayers, which 
they do not mind themſelves; or that he will 
Open his Ears to thoſe, who are not ſerious be- 
fore him, and with him. The Text bears a 
farther Conftruction, 1 Cor. 14. 15. Bur yet in 
this ſenſe, we are to pray with the Under- 
ſtanding; to confider and mind well whar is 
uttered in time of Prayer ; nor to offer the Sa- 
crifice of Fools, who run by rote, and ar all 
adventures ; but with recollected Thoughts to 
yu and attend to what we ſay unto the 

jeſty of Heaven. 


When we are at Prayer, we ſhould'call home 
our Fugitive 'Thoughts, and employ them with 
ſich ſeriouſneſs, and united confideration, as if 
we were going ro die. The cuſtom of the 
Lord Jeſus was to go up to ſome Mountain 
to pray; thereby teaching all his followers ro 
take their leave of the World, for the due per- 
formance of .their Devotion; and during the 
time of it, to retire as near as may be to 
Heaven, and ro have their minds there, and 
there only. To draw nigh unto God with our 

Lips, 
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Lips, and at the ſame time ro let our thoughts 
rove and ramble, and run away at a great, di- 
ſtance from him, is in effect to tell God, thar 
we are willing to pay him ſome outward Ci- 
vility, bur care nor for the buſineſs we come 
ro him about; and how then can we expect 
that God will atrend to it? *'Tis neceſf{:ry 
therefore to recolledt our ſelves, to fix cur 


minds, when we fall down on our Knees be- * 


fore him, and in order thereunto we ſhould 
confider how infinitely great that Being 1s, to 
whom we make our Addrefles, and of whar 
vaſt importance the thing is, which we are 
tranſacting with him ; no leſs than the Erernal 
Welfare of our Soul and Body ; which we 
ſhould pray for with the: greater attention, be- 
cauſe we are not ſure of another Opporruniry. 
to ſollicite God abour ir. 


Ar the Publick Service of the Church, it is: 
an excellent means to keep our thoughts at 
Home, to give great heed ro what is uttered 
by him that miniſtreth, that is our Mouth and 
Intercefſour ; not to loſe a word, bur ro keep 
an even pace with him in our Meditations ;- 
and as he goes along, to mind; ponder, and 
weigh the things ſpoken, becauſe rhe Soul lodgerh 
ſo near unto- the Ear, that if the door be open 
to ler in the voice, the Inhabitant within can- 
nor bur liſten and be attenrive. 


VI. 


If we carefully obſerve this, ir will help to 
carry us on to thar which is another Qualifi- 
B 3 cation 
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cation of Prayer; I mean Aﬀection and Fer- 
vency. When we apprehend and mind the mat- 
rer of our Prayers, and add to it an Earneſt- 
neſs and Vehemence of defire ; then is our 
Devorion truly faid to be Fervent and Aﬀecti- 
onate. And this is one ſenſe of that Phraſe 
which we meet with thrice in the Epiſtles ; 
Praying with the Spirit, 1 Cor. 14. 15. Suppli- 
cation in the Spirit, Ephel. 6. 18. and Prayin 
:n the Holy Spirit, Jude 20. In the ſtrict ſenſe 
it ſignifies Praying by the Extraordinary Afſi- 
ſtance and Gift of the third Perſon in the Ho- 
Iy Trinity. 


For in thoſe firſt times of Chriſtianity, there . 


was among many other Extraordinary Gifts, 
a Miraculous Gift of Prayer, wherewith ſome 
of the Church were Divinely and immediate=- 
ly inſpired, ſo that they were able on a ſudden 
two conceive and utter Prayers, which were apr 


. and ſuitable ro the Chriſtian Religion ; the old 


Jewiſh Forms being then ſome of rhem uſcleſs, 
and all of them imperfe&t, becauſe the con- 
dition of Church-affairs was now changed. 
Upon. this account there was then great need 
of an extraordinary Gift of Prayer, ro ſupply 
the wants of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. | 


Bur this extraordinary - Gift ceaſed in a little 
time, ſtared Forms of Divine Service being pro- 
vided for the Churches uſe ; Forms which had 
been Originally conceived by inſpired Men, and 

which were afterward preſerved 
See Dr. Hammond and uſed by thoſe who had be- 
p | 09 ap Sear nefited ſo much by them. There - 
of ihe Lawgy, 1s no ſuch thing as Praying 4d 
the 
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rhe Spirir in a ftricdt ſenſe; or, Praying by 
the extraordinary Gift of the Holy Ghoft : 
nor in truth , is there any need of it now, 
when there is a ſufficiency of Uſeful, Ancient, 
and excellent Forms. 


And yer we muſt in ſome ſenſe pray in, 
or by the Spirit, or elſe our Prayers will do 
us no good. We muſt pray with that Zeal, 
which 1s kindled in the Heart by the ordina- 
ry opperation of the - Holy Spirit. We muſt 
pray with Spiritual AﬀeCtion, with ardency of 


Defire, with Fervercy of Spirit, and with Hearts. 
d] ) 


lifted up and Inflamed. Our Prayers muſt not 
be Spiritleſs, nor muſt we be Cold, or Lukc- 
warm at them ; God heareth nor Prayers whiclr 


are offered up by People that do nor ftir up 


their Aﬀections, nor chafe their Deſires, nor 
move their Minds into a Warmth ; bur Pray 
careleſly as if they were indifferent whethcr 
God heard them or- no. Such Prayers can ne- 
ver reach the Heavens ; rhey are loſt by the 
way ; they drop down preſently to the ground 
for want of Afﬀection and Fervency , which 
ſhould have been their Wings, 


In ſhorr, when we call upon God, we ſhould 


imploy all the powers and faculties of our. 


Souls, and lay out our whole Man upon the 
buſineſs before us; and becauſe the confidera- 
tion of God's Arrribures gives life and vigour 
ro the whole body of Religion, we ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs our minds with the ſenſe of rhoſe perfecti- 
ons: and — with the ſenſe of his great 
Goodneſs. For as the Notion of his Greatnels, 
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Power, Juſtice, and Omnipreſence is naturally 
apt to create in us attention of mind tro what 
we ſay ; ſo the conſideration of his Mercy and 
Benigniry is enough ro Charm our Aﬀections. 


In order therefore ro Fervency in Prayer, let 


us think of the wonderful kindneſs and good- 


neſs of God, and carry the thoughts of it a- 
long with us throughour the whole tenor of 
our Devotion, how good he is in his own Na- 
rure ; how Communicative and Beneficent to 
his poor Creatures ; how Gracious ro Man- 
kind ; how Merciful ro Sinners ; how eafie to 
be intreared upon our Repentance ; and how 
ready he is ro pardon Inquiry, Tranſgreflion 
and Sin. 


2. We ſhould caft our ſelves down under an 
humble ſenſe of our own Unworthineſs and 
Vileneſs, and with a thankful acknowledgemenr 
of the Happineſs we have, that Worms, Duſt 
and Afhes, Nothings, Creatures, that by our 
Sins are worſe than nothing , have the favour 
and freedom ro ſpeak before him, and to him. 
Theſe Conſiderations are good inward racans to 
raiſe our Hearts and Aﬀections into a warmrh, 
when we lift up our voice in Prayer. 


To which I ſhall add, 3. but one direction' 
more touching outward help ; and ir is in all 
your Devotions to uſe fome wholeſome and 
affecting Forms of Prayer : Whatever hath been 


objected againſt them, they are all Pjous and 


Unprejudiced Spirits of great advantage. For 
raereby the Soul is rid of a great variety of 
thoughts, 
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thoughts, which bring Diſtractions. The Mind. 
is not at a loſs for Words, nor the Invention 
to ſeek for Matter ; nor is there that fear up-- 
on us, which otherwiſe muſt needs be upon all 
humble Men, of ſpeaking irreverently, or un- 
becomingly ro God. Every thing elſe being . 
prepared, we have no more to do, but to pre-- 
pare our Hearts, and ſtir our Aﬀections. The 
Wood and the Sacrifice being ready at hand, 
our only bufineſs is, ro bring Fire to the Altar; 
and: to keep it burning. 


And here ler me recommend unto your ſpe-- 
elal uſe thoſe Forms of Prayer, which our Church 
uſeth in her Publick Lirurgy. Forms that car- 
ry with them the true Spirit of Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity, and are agreeable ro thoſe, which were - 
uſed in the Primitive Ages, and ſome of theme 
the very ſame. Forms that were throughly di- 
geſted, and put rogerher by the great Men ar. 
the time of Reformation ; Great for their Lear- 
ning ; Great for their Wiſdom ; Great for their 
eminent Zeal, and Piety, and Love of: Fruth ; 
and the Greater ftill, becauſe afterwards rhey- 
ſuffered for this Wark by the hands and fury 
of the Romaniſts, and ſome of them ſertled ir 
at the ftake with their laſt Blood. In Com- 
poſing that Book , they did not cenfider how 
they might grarifie particular Fancjes, but how 
they might anſwer the neceflities, and provide. 
for the real: good of the whole Church ; And 
accordingly- ſuch Prayers were, after much de- 
liberation, pitched upon, as were moſt profita- 
ble, moſt ſignificant, and. moſt moving. And 
'tis obſervable of : them, rhar. they are general- 
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ly ſhort, and therefore eafie ro be Learned and 
Remembred; ſo they are very full roo, and fo 
comprehenſive for matter and fignification, thar 
th2re 1s nothing needful for Soul or Body, bur 


what there - are Petitions for ; and thoſe roo, 


relliſhing of ſuch a Spirir of Piery, as is enough 
Io Moc and move the dulleft Hearts, if our 
Minds do but go along with them; and with- 
out thar, all the Prayers in the 'World will nor 
work upon us. 


VII. 


In all our Prayers we muft be ſure ro be 
Charirable. When our Saviour gave his Church 
a Prayer of his own Compoſing , he directed 
us to pray in the Plural number, even ar our 
private Devotion. Men thou Prayeft, enter in- 
fro thy Cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which is in ſecret And 


after this manner pray ye, Our Father, which art 


in Heaven——— Give us this day our daily bread=== 
Forgive us" our treſpaſſes And lead us not in- 
# temptation ; Matrth. 6. 6, 9, 11, 12, 13. 


Next to. our ſerving God, all our buſineſs in 
this World is, to do our ſelves and others all 
the good we can; and becauſe the condition 
of our narure is ſo ſcanty and weak, thar it 
is not in our; power to do all that is needful 
with our own hands, therefore we muſt apply 
our ſelves ro him, from whom every good and 
perfect gift comerh, that he may ſapply all Mens 
wants out of his own infinite and inexhauſtible 
rxeaſures. Every one therefare muſt have a ſhare 
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in our Prayers, becauſe every one of us is in 
ſome want or other. I exhort therefore that 
firſt of all Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, 
and giving of thanks be made for all Men, ſaith: 
Sr. Paul in 1 Tim. 2.1. For Kings and for all 
F* that are in Authority ; for one another, {aith St. 
Fames, Jam. 5.16. For them that deſpitefully uſe 
you, and perſecute you, ſairh our Blefſed Saviour 
himſelf, Math. 5.44. 


Indeed this laſt direftion, about praying for 
ones Enemies, is commonly look'd upon as a 
hard ſaying; but the only reaſon is, becauſe 
there is ſo much ill nature in the World. The 
Lord Jeſus, and his firſt Martyr Sr. Stephen did 
I. both go our of the World. praying for their 
barbarous and blood-thirſty Enemies, the very 
worſt of Men. And that our Prayers may be, 
as theirs were, Holy and Efficacious, rhey muſt 
proceed from ſedate Minds, from Hearts full 
of Gentleneſs, Goodneſs and Compaſſion. There: 
are rwo things eſpecially, which infect all 
| | Prayer, and rurn it into Abomination. 


The firſt is unreaſonable Anger ; when Mens 
Pafſtons are ſuffered either to ſtarr withour juſt 
and ſufficient cauſe, or to riſe umo an im- 
moderate Height, or ro laſt an undue time. 
Such Heats are finful, and confequently as 
noiſom Fuel in the Hearr, as Fire and Brim- 
ſtone of Hell. Therefore St. Paul requires us 
to lift np holy hanas without wrath, 1 Tim. 2.9. 
And this is one reaſon of that other command, 
Epheſ. 4-26. Let not the Sun go down upon your 
wrath ; becauſe the Evening was wont to be a 
con- £ 
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conſtant time for ſolemn Devotion, Anger ar 
beſt is a weak Paſſion in us, an Argument of 
great infirmity in our Narure, that ſhews haw 
near of kin we are to the Beaſts thar periſh. 
Therefore amidft all Repreſentments we ſhould 
govern cur ſelves by ; God's Example, whoſe . 
Wrath moves with a very flow pace ; and en- 
aureth but the twinkling of an Eye, Pſal. 3o. 5. 
But when we approach ro God we muſt be ſure 
to Keep out the Brutal part from mingling 
vir our Devotion, to bring our Minds to a 
right Chriſtian remper, and to ſpeak unto the 
Aurhor of Love and Peace, without Coals in 
our Boſom and without any Warmth, bur 
that of Zeal and Charity. | 


2 The other thing which corrupts all Pray- 
er 1s Malice; when that, which ought ro be 
a rranfzent Paſſion, ſertleth, and fixeth into a 


" wicked Habir, ſo thar the Mind becomes Im- 


placable, Irreconcilable, and Revengeful. "This 
1s utterly inconfiftent with the Spirit of Chriſt's 


Religion, which commands us to forgive a Bro- 


ther thar ſinnerh, - even #ill ſeventy times ſeven, 
Matth. 18.22. Thar is, as often as he finneth 
and repents of ir. All that God himſelf re- 
Juires ar our hands 1s, Prayer and Repentance-: 
And if this be the price of his favour, ſurely 
we ſinful wretched Men ſhould think ir enough 
ro purchaſe each others Charity. What Man 
js he thar liverh and finneth not ? And how 
can any of us expe&t Mercy, if we ſhew 
none 2 How can we hope, with our crys and 
importunities ro move the Bowels of God, as 


long as we have no Bowels our ſelves? Or 


(which 
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(which is the ſame thing) none but whar we 
ſhur up for our fellow Crearures ? Ir is a pe- 
remptory Sentence, Matth. 6.15. If we forgive 
not Men -their treſpaſſes, neither will your Father 
forgive your treſpaſſes. It is obſervable, that 
our Saviour rook hold of frequent occaſions, 
ro inculcate the neceffiry of mutual Charity 
and Mercifulneſs, as one great Characteriftical 
note of a Chriſtian indeed. And that we 
might continually remember ir, and be afraid 
ro neglect it, He inſerted ir into that Prayer 
which we are to uſe as daily as we need our 
Bread ; Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us. And with what 
confidence can an uncompaſſtonate, and uncha- 
ritable Man look up ro the Father of Mercies, 
with that, or any other. Prayer in his Mouth ? 
Whar is this, but to bring a Curſe upon him- 
ſelf, inſtead of a Blefling 2 Whar is this, bur a 
ready way to have all his Prayers flung back 
upon his Face with Indignation and Scorn ; 
fince ir is the rule of God's proceedings, that 
he ſhall have judgment without mercy, who hath 
ſhewed no mercy, Jam. 2.13. 


VIII. 


To all theſe: neceſſary Qualifications of Pray- 
er, I muſt add, in the laſt place, that we muſt 
Pray with Reverence. For though this be the 
leaſt conſiderable thing, becauſe. it is an exter- 
nal bodily geſture, which bears.no proportion te 
the neceffary diſpoſfirions of the Soul; yet it is 
of ſuch moment, thar if we pray not in an 


humble manner, it looks as if we did nor con- 
| | ſider 
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fider or know what a weighty bufineſs we arc 
about ; A cover'd Head, a heavy Eye, a ſtiff 
Neck, and an unbended Knee are far from be- 
ing expreſſions of that grear ſenſe we ought ro 
have of God's Majeſty, and of our own Vile- 
neſs, and infinite diſtance from him. And be- 
fides the Decency of this matter, it is to be 
conſidered, thar Bowings and Proftrations, and 
fuch ourward acts of Religious Worſhip , are 
God's proper and peculiar right ; or elſe the 
ſecond Commandment ' would not have it un- 
lawful ro give them away to other things. In- 
deed as to actions of this nature, Men ſhould 
be careful, nor ro fly our into Vanity, Fantaſti- 
calneſs, or Superſtition, but contain themſelves 
within the bounds of an Humble and Reafon- 
able ſervice. When Decency and Prudence are 
obſerved, Reverent geſtures are of great uſe ro 
heighten the Devotion of the Hearr ; and ar 
the Publick Service of the Church they are 
Exemplary roo, and by conſequence good means 
in their kind, ro provoke, afliſt, and raiſe the 
Devotion of all. | 


I have now done theſe rwo things, which T 
was defirons to diſconrie of in rheir due order, 
to form in your Hearts a Devour temper, and 
to inſtruct you in the way, how you are to 
offer unto God your Daily Sacrifice, ſo thar it 
may» be Holy and Acceptable to him. If we 
intend ro be wiſe for our ſelves, and to order 
our Life, fo that it may be -well with us ; no- 
thing can be of greater concerament, excellence, 
or advantage to ns, than a Spirit of Devotion. 


Here- 
Tt 


— 
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| Hereby we become conformable ro the Image 
of our Bleſſed gms 5 _ — was, not 
only to” repair to the Iemple and Synagogues, 
ne: ro —_ with the reſt of the fois bn the 
Publick Worſhip of God ; but to rerire alſo in- 
tro Solirudes and Deſarrs for Private Commerce 
with his Farther, and ſomerimes ro continue 
whole Nights in Prayer : Nor is it poffible 
for us to walk as we ſhould, bur by treading 
in ſome fair meaſure in thoſe ſteps of his, and 
by leading, as he did, a life of Piery. 


Hereby we reſemble roo rhoſe firit Diſciples 
of his, on whoſe Hearts the Blood of Chriſt 
was ſo warm, and in whoſe Spirits there was 
ſuch a conſtant Fervor and Zeal that they were 
daily in the Temple praifing and blefling God, 
and divided their hours berween the publick 
Sanctuary, and that private Houſe or Oratory 
by ir, whither they were conſtrained to go for 
_ thoſe ſolemn Offices, which were peculiar to 
Chriſtianity. 


By a Spirit of Devotion we have our Hearts 
daily there, where our only true Treaſure is ; 
we are. taking every hour a new ſtep out of 
this vexatious and vain World ; we exerciſe 
the Faith , Patience, and Humility of Saints ; 
we learn to be Meek, Charitable, and Holy ; 
We are full of rhe joys and comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, even amidft rhoſe Thiftles and 
Brambles, which we are to go through towards 
God's Kingdom ; we lie down with Pleaſure, 
ſleep in Peace, and rife again under the covert. 

of the Divine Protection; we have God al- 
| | ways 
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ways in our thoughts ; and live daily upon the 
fenſe of his preſent Goodneſs, and upon the 
Credit of his Power, Faithfulneſs and Trurh- 
for the future , repleniſhed with thoſe hopes, 
which will never make us aſhamed ; we think 
every day of our latter end, and prepare for 
Ir, and lay up before-hand an ineſtimable Trea- 
ſure againſt ir ; which is the only thing thar 
can ſtand us in ſtead en our Death-Beds, when 
the ſarisfaftions of this life will flip our of our 
hands like Sands, and flide away from us like 
a Shadow. P 


This and much more comes by a Spirit of 
Devorion ; and therefore ler me beſeech you to- 
be ever mindfut of that ; that which will re- 
rurn you your laſt and richeſt Crop, when you 
have done with all your Corn, Wine, and Oyl. 
Now for the kindling and cheriſhing of a Spi- 
rit of Devotion in the Hearts, give me leave 
to propoſe theſe following means. 


T. 


Thar we never neplect Private Prayer. Our 
Blefſed Saviour ſends us into our Cloſets, there 
to ſhut our Doors after us, Match. 6. And the 
reaſon is, becauſe every Man hath ſome parti- 
cular Sins ro beg God's forgiveneſs for, ſome 
particular Mercies ro be implored ; ſome par- 
ticular wants to be ſupplied ; ſome particular 
Graces to be deſired. God hath no where re- 
quired, nor is it proper for us, to proclaim all 
our neceflities from the Houſe-top : and there- - 
fore we. ate to ga to him, who is in ſecret, and: 
ro.: 
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ro whom we may unboſom our ſelves wirh 
freedom and ſafery. This will not only breed 
an awe upon our Minds, with an hearty .af- 
fedtion to that Divine Being we famitiarly 
ſpeak to in Private; but it will alſo make ns 
in love with that, which is the means of this 
familiarity ; ſo that by Praying often, we-ſhall 
be the more willing and ready to Pray till ; 
nor will ir be an eaſie matter for us to ven- 
rure, either to begin any buſineſs, without beg- 
ging God's affiftance and protection over us ; 
or to cloſe up the Day, without giving him 
thanks and praiſe for the Mercies of it. 


IT. 


Where Men have the care of Families com | 


mitted ro them, they ſhould teach them ro be 
of a devout temper too by their own Example. 
Remember the pious reſolution of Foſhuah, Fo. 
24. 15. As for me and my houſe, we will ſerve 
the Lord. When a Spirit of Devotion influen- 
ceth a whole Houſhold, every ones Zeal is kepr 


warm and increaſed by it, and the Blefling of 


God is upon them all. To this end we ſhould 
reach our Children and Servants to Pray , as 
our Lord taught his Family. And by his gi- 
ving them a Form, he hath ſhewed us, which 
is an Effectual way of breeding up our re- 
ſpective charges in the fear and nurture of the 
Lord ; viz. by putting ſome ſhort and whole- 
ſome Prayers into their Mouths and Memories. 
And this advantage every private Fafily mighr 
eaſily ger by our publick Service Books, if 
People would bur apply their minds in Dili- 
gence 
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gence to uſe it, as they ſhould. There is in 
it great variety and ftore of choice Forms, 
which may be digeſted and remembred with 
the more beiry, becauſe rhey are conciſe : Nor 
is there any condition of Life, bur we may 
pick out ſome Forms, which are one way or 
other ſuitable to our circumſtances , eſpecially 
. as ro our ſpiritual wants; and if People would 
be careful to learn them, and imprint them in 
their hearts; they would not only be devout= 
ly diſpoſed in - the midſt of their ſecular affairs, 
but be furniſhed roo with matrer to offer con- 
tinually up ro God, art leaſt in their minds and 
thoughts. For even at the works of their Cal- 
lings Men may meditate; They may think 
often upon God, and of things pertaining to 
Godlineſs, without any loſs of time, or hin- 
drance to their worldly Employments. By the 
very lifting up of the Eye a thought of Hea- 
ven may fall in, and of the way to get thi- 
ther. Any the leaſt work of Nature is enough 
ro put us in mind of the Divine Power and 
Wiſdom. Nay, the very Works of our own 
hands may help us to confider how neceflary 
It is to work out our Salvation above all things. 
If then our Secular Aﬀairs there be frequenr 
occaſions for Meditation, there muſt needs be 
frequent opportunities for Prayer roo, at leaſt 
for Mental Devotion. And how eafie a matter 
Is ir for any Man art the buſineſs of his Vo- 
cation, to lift up his heart with ſome ſuch E- 
Jaculations as theſe ® O Lord, diſpoſe the way 
of thy Sevvant towards the attainment- of ever=- 
laſting ſalvation. O Lord, dire, ſanfifie and 
govern both my heart and body, in the ways od 

thy 
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thy Laws, and in the works of thy Command- 
ments. Prevent me, O Lord, in all my doings, 
with thy moſt gracious favour , and further me 
with thy continual help. I humbly beſeech thee, 
O Father, mercifully to look upon my infirmities. 


.O Lord, grant me ſuch ſtrength and proteion as 


may ſupport me in all dangers, and carry me 
through all temptations. O Lord, create and make 
in me a new and contrite heart. O Lord, keep 
me both outwardly in my Body, and inwardly in 
my Soul. O Lord, give unto me the increaſe of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity. O God, mercifully grant, 
that thy Holy Spirit may in all things dire 
and rule my heart. We have a great number 
of ſuch uſeful and holy Peritions in our Li- 
rurgy, which if people would take bur a little 
pains to fix in their Memories, their hearts 
would be always ready ; ready for God ; read 
with Sweer Incenſe to offer up ro him; ſo 


ready provided, that honeſt Tradeſmen in their. 


very Shops, painful Husbandmen ar the Plough, 
and rhe pooreſt Servants at the Mill, would 
not be at a loſs for ſome Godly Prayers to 
ſend to the Throne of Grace at every turn, 
ro be united ro the Inierceſſions of rhe Lord 


Jeſus for us all. 
; IIL. 


Bur the beſt way ro ſtrengthen and increaſe 
in us a ſpirit of Devotion, 1s conſtantly to at- 
rend the Publick Afemblies, and ro bear our 
parts in them, at rhe Houſe of God. For this 
reaſon God loveth the Gates of So, more 
than all the Dwellings (or Private Houſes ) of 


. Facob, 
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Facob, becauſe ar rhe Sanctuary the Prayers of 
his Sainrs are moſt fervent. Taither we go to 
fing aloud unto God our ftrength; ro make a 
Joyful noiſe unto the God of Facob. There we 
meer together to offer up all our praiſes with 
one Heart, and with one Lip. There our Joynrt 
Devorion conglomerates in its right Center. 
There every one helperh to inflame his own 
Zeal; and his Bretherens alſo. There ſpark 
mixeth- with ſpark, and all ſerves to fer fire to 
the Sacrifice: - This therefore is the chief thing 
T would recommend ro your Chriſtian care and 
practice to artren> with: all poſſible diligence 
the pubilick and- ſolemn ſervice of Ged. Whar 
a ſhame is ir, thar the ways of Sion fhould 
mourn for want of comers ro the Temple 
Thar the fire and the: wood ſhould be in a 
readineſs, and the Lambs be miſſing ? Men 
little think of thoſe ſevere times, when rhe 
Primitive Chriſtians were wont, rather than fail, 
to riſe up at Midnight, and ro fteal and creep 
away into Holes and Caves, to Pray and fing 
Praiſes rogether. How joyful were all pious 
Hearts in thoſe peaceable times following, when 
they ſaw Chriſtian Churches .erecdted, and the 
' Doors of them open, ſo that they might with- 
our fear or danger enter in to worſhip God 
in the Beauty of Holineſs * Whar Mulritudes- 
thronged in, ro offer violence ro the Kingdom 
of God in this ſenſe, and (as Tertul:an ſpeaks) 
ro Beleaguer Heaven with a great Army ? And 
with Alacrity and Zeal did they ſend up their 
joynt Prayers, when (as St. Ferom. tells us) 
their Amen was like the noiſe of Thunder? 
And how can we reflet on thoſe happy _ 
| Wi 
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without lamenting the great Degeneracy of this, 
when it is ſo hard -a matter to perſwade ſome 
.people to repair, though ir be bur once a day, 
ro the ſolemnities of God's Worſhip ? For God's- 
fake, and your own Soul's ſake, let me ar laft 
perſwade you, Whar is. Prieſt and Pariſh, bur 
one large Family ? And why ſhould we not 
meer once a day eſpecially (I wiſh ir mighr 
be oftner) to pray unto God our Father, to be 
Merciful and Gracious, and provident for us all ? 
And where can we meet ſo properly, ſo d:- 
cently, ſo conveniently, as in our common Fathers 
Houſe, who hath called us all unto Hope, and 
unto one Buſineſs? Are our Families 1o little 
that we -cannot ſpare ſo much as one our of 
an Houſe, to be Advocare and Interceffor for 
the reſt? Is the diſtance from the Church fo 


. great, that :you ſhould count ir more tedious 


than a Sabbath-days Journey ? Are our Sins fo 
few and inconſfiderable, that there is no need 
of our Prayers for Pardon ? Is our buſineſs fo 
urgent, that we cannot ſpare a few minutes for 
the Honour of God, and for the good of our 
Souls > Have we loſt no time, that is neceſſa- 
ry for us to redeem? Our own fafety and 
preſervation, and the -Blefſing of God upon all 
our Labours, and the proſperity of the whole 
Kingdom ; are theſe ſuch rrifling things, thar 
we ſhould not think it worth our while ro ſtep 
over our Threſholds to meer together ar Prayer 
for them ? For God's fake, let us in time lay 
to heart the things, which thus manifeſtly be- 
long ro our Peace. If nothing elle can make 
us ſerious and thoughtful, a Death-Bed will ; 
and then it may be roo late, becauſe we may 
nor 
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not be ſerious to good purpoſe. Whether we 
ſhall be then rrue Penitenrs, or truly Devour, 
is a thing uncertain; For it depends altogether 
upon the Grace of God ; and Men may Sin 
their time of Grace away. Our ſafeſt courſe 
is to provide for Eternity berimes ; arid nor to 
harden our hearts, but ro hear the voice of 
God, and to anſwer it with an Ecclio of 
Prayers and Praiſes, while ir is yer called ro 
Day : And as many as walk according to this 
Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy, and up- 
on the whole Iſrael of God. Amen. - 
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wo Home every Morning and 
Evening daily. 


Morning Prayers. 


Lord our Heavenly Father, Almighty 
«| - and Everlaſting God, who haſt ſaſely 


brought us to the beginning of this | 
day, Defend us in the fame with thy | 
mighty power ; and grant that this day we E 
fall into no Sin, neither run into any kind of | 
Danger ; bur that all our doings may be or- | 
. dered by thy governance, to do always thar | 
SY which is righteous in thy Gghr, through Jeſus t | 
Chriſt our Lord. 1 


O Almighry Lord and Everlaſting God, vouch- | 
ſafe, we beſeech thee, ro direct, ſandtify, | 
and govern, both our Hearrs and Bodies in the B 
ways of thy Laws, and in the works of thy | 
Commandments, that through thy mighry Pro- = 
tection both here and ever, we may be _ = 
- ve | 
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Morning Prayers. 0 
ved in Body and Soul, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


—o_— us, O Lord, in all our doings, w::h 
thy moſt gracious favour, and further us 
with thy continual help ; thar in all our works 
begun, contimuea and ended in thee, we may 
glorifie thy Holy Name , and finally by rhy 
Mercy may obtain Everlaſting Life, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


O —_— and moſt Merciful God, of thy 
bountiful - goodneſs keep us, we beſeech 
thee, from all things that may hurt us; thar 
we being ready both in Body and Soul, may 
chearfully accompliſh rhoſe things, that thou 


" wouldeſt have done, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. 
H—_— and everlafting God, give us the 
increaſe of Faith, Hope, and Charity ; 
and thar we may receive that which thou doſt 
promiſe, make us ro love that which thou 
_— command, through Jeſus Chriſt our 

ord. 


Rant to us, Lord, we ' beſeech thee, the 
Spirir tro think and do always ſuch things 
as be righrful; that we who cannot do any 
thing that is good without thee, may by thee 
be enabled to live according to thy will through 


Chriſt our Lord, 


7 


| ' Morying Pragers. 4x 
\ fy of all Power and Might, who art the 

/ Author and Giver of all good things, graft 
in our hearts the Love of thy Name, increaſe 
in us true Religion, nouriſh us with all good=- 
neſs, and of thy great mercy keep us in the 
ſame, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


AST God who haſt given thine only 
Soh to be unto us both a Sacrifice for 
Sin, and allo an Enſample of Godly Life; give 
us grace that we may always moſt thankfull 
receive that his ineſtimable Benefit; and alſo 
daily endeavour our ſelves to follow the ble{- 
ſed ſteps of his moſt holy Life, through the fame 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Rrant, O Lord, we beſeech rhee, that the 

courſe of this Worid may be ſo peaceably 
ordered by thy governance, thar thy Church 
may joyfully {-rve thee in all godly quierneſs. 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Ao and Everlaſting God, who hateft 
"nothing that rhou haſt made, and doſt for- 
give the Sins of all them thar are Penitent ; 
Create and make in us new and contrite Hearts ; 
thar we worthily lamcaring our Sins, and ac- 
knowledging our Wretchedneſs, may obrain of 
thee the God of all Mercy perfect remiſſion 


and forgiveneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. ' | 


WW- humbly beſeech thee, O Farther, mer- 
| cifully to look upon our infirmiries, and 
for the glory of thy Name turn from us all 

C rhoſe 
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Chriſt our Lord. 


venimg Frayers. 


thoſe Evils we moſt righteouſly have deſerved ; 
and granr that in all our troubles ' we may 
put our whole truſt and confidence in thy mer- 
cy, and evermore ſerve thee in holineſs and 
pureneſs of living , to thy Honour and Glory, 
through our only Mediator and Advocate Jeſus 


God, who knoweſt us to be ſer in the 

midſt of ſo many and great dangers, thar 
by reaſon of the frailty of our Nature, we can- 
not always ſtand upright ; . grant unto us ſuch 
frength and ney as may ſupport us in 
all dangers, and carry us through all rempta- 
tions, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name, &c. 


Evening Prayers. 


Tehten -our darkneſs, we beſeech thee, O 
I] Lord, and by thy grear Mercy - defend 
4 us from all Perils and Dangers of this 
Night, for rhe love of thy only Son, our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Almighty and Everlaſting God , mercifully 
look upon our infirmities, and in all our 


dangers and neceflities, ſtretch forth thy Right- 


hand to help and defend us, through Jefus 
Chriſt our Lord. 
Almighty 


Evening Prayers. 47 


A Emighty God, who ſeeſt that we have no 

power of our ſelves to oy ſelves; 
keep us both outwardly in our ies, and in- 
wardly in our Souls ; that me may be defer 
ded from all adverfities which may happen to 
the Body, and from all evil thoughts which may 
affaulr and hurt the Soul, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 


Q) Lord, we beſeech thee, mercifully ro hear 

our Prayers, and ſpare all thoſe who con- 
feſs their Sins unto thee ; that rhey whoſe Con- 
ſciences by Sin are accuſed, by thy merciful 
_—_ may be abſolved, through Chriſt our 
.ord. 


GH we beſeech thee, Almighry God, thar 

we who for our evil deeds do worthily 
deſerve to be puniſhed, by the comfort of thy 
Grace: may mercifally be relieved, through our 
Lord and. Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Almighty and Everlaſting God , who doft 
> govern all things in Heaven and Earth; 
mercifully hear the Supplicarions of thy People, 
and grant us thy peace all the days c& our- 
Life, through Chriſt our Lord. 


Q Lord, who haſt taughr us, thar: all our: 
' doings withour Charity are nothing worth ; 
ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pou into our hearts. 

thar moſt excellent gift of Chariry, the ver 
bond of Peace, and of all virtues, withour which 
whoſoever liveth, is counted dead before thee ; 
grant this for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 
2  O Lord 


48 Evening Prayers. 
O Lord God moſt Holy, O Lord moſt Migh- 

ty, O Holy and moſt merciful Saviour, 
deliver us not into the bitter pains of Erernal 
Death : ' Thou knoweſt, Lord, + the ſecrets of 
our Heatts, ſhur nor thy merciful:Ears ro our 
Prayers ; bur ſpare us, Lord moſt holy, O God 
moſt mighty, : O holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou moſt worthy Judge Eternal, ſuffer us nor 
ar our laſt hour for any pains of Death to fall 
from thee. | 


God, whoſe blefſed Son was manifeſted, 

that he might deſtroy the works 'of rhe 
Devil, and make us the Sons of God, and Heirs 
of Eternal Life; grant us, we -beſeech thee, 
that having this hope, we may. purifie our ſelves, £\ 
even as he is pure ; that when he ſhall appear , | 
again with Power and great Glory, we may 
be made like unto him in his Eternal and 
Glorious Kingdom ; where with thee, O Father, 
and thee O Holy Ghoſt, he liveth and rejignerh 
ever one God, World withour end. 


Ows O Lord, that as we ate Baptized in- 
ro the Death of thy Blefſed Son our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt; ſo by continual mortifying 
our corrupt affections, we may be buried wirh 
him; and thar through the Grave, and Gate of 
Death, we may paſs ro our joyful Reſurrecti- 
on, for his Merits, who died, and was buried, {}. 
_ _ again for us, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
.ocd. 


Oo Lord , 


Evening Prayers. 49 
O Lord, who never faileft ro help and go-- 
vern them, whom thou doſt bring Y, in: 
thy ſtedfaſt fear and love; Keep us, we beleech- 
thee, under the protection of thy good Provi-- 
dence, and make us tro have a perpetual fear 
and love of thy holy Name, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


Lord, we beſeech thee, let thy continual* 
pity cleanſe and defend = Church ; and: 
becauſe it cannot. continue in ſafety withour thy - 


ſuccour, preſerve it evermore by thy help and! 
goodneſs, through Chrift our Lord. 


[No God's gracious mercy and protection. 
* we commit. our ſelves. 'The Lord bleſs us, 
and keep us. The Lord make his face to ſhine 
upon us, and be gracious. unto us. The Lord” 
lift up his Countenance upon us, and give: us: 
peace, both now and evermore. 

Our Father which art iu Heaven, Hallowed. 
be. thy Name, &Cc. 


Shore Praytns fit to be 
learn'd by Heart, and to 
be uſed by ſmngle Perſons 
at any time, 

Ord have merey upon me. 

O God make clean my Heart within 

"Jad take nor thy holy Spirit from me. 


O Lamb of God thar takeſt away the Sins of 


the World, grant me thy Peace. : 

O Lord deal nor with me after my Sins : 

Neither reward me after mine Iniquiries. 

Lord have mercy upon me, and incline my 
Heart ro keep thy Laws. | 

Grant that all Carnal affections may die in me, 
and that all things belonging to the Spirit may 
live and grow in me. 

Grant thar I may have power and ſtrength to 
have Victory, and to Triumph againſt the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſh. 

Lord ſend me help from thy Holy place ; 

And evermore mightily defend me. 

Ler the Enemy have no advantage of me, 

Nor let the Wicked approach to hurt me. 

Be unto me, O Lord, a ſtrong Tower n 

rom 


Short Prayers, &c. ” 
From the face of my Enemies. 
O Saviour of the World, who by thy Crofs 

and precious Blood haſt redeemed me, ſave me 

and help me, I humbly beſeech thee, O Lord. 

O Lord, bleſs me and keep me : O Lord lift 
up the Tight of thy Counrenances upon me, and 
give me peace. : 

Lord, hold thou up my goings in thy Paths, 
that my foorſteps ſlip nor. | 

Keep me as the apple of an Eye. | 

Hide me under the ſhadow of rhy wings. 

O cleanſe me from my ſecret faults. 

And keep rhy Servant back from prefamptn- 
ous Jins. 

O remember not the Sins and Offences of my 
Youth ; bur” according to thy mercy think rhon 


upon me, O Lord, for thy og 
3 keep my Soul and deliver me 2 Ler me 
nor be confounded, for I haye put my truft in thee. 

Lord hide nor thy face from me, nor caſt thy 
Servant away in diſpleaſure. 

Thoa haſt been my fuccour 2 Leave me not, 
neither forſake me, O God of my Salyation. 

Into thy hands I commend my Spirit ; for 
thou haſt redeemed me; O Lord, thou God of 
Truth. 

O ler not the Foot of Pride come againſt 
me ; and let nor the hand of the Ungodly caft 
me down. 

Turn thy face from my Sins 5 and put our all 
my miſdeeds. 

Make me a clean Heart, O God, and renew 
a righr Spirit in me. . 

mfort the Soul of thy Servant ; for unto 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my Soul. T— 
AC 


52 Short Prayers, &c. 


Teach me thy way, O Lord, and I will walk 
' in thy truth ; O knir my heart unto. thee, thar I 
may fear thy name. 

So teach me ro number my days, that I may 
apply my Heart unto Wiſdom. 

O ler me have Underſtanding in the way of 
Godlineſs. 

O thar my ways were made ſo direct, that T 
mighr keep thy Starutes / 

am a ftranger upon Earth: O hide not thy 
Commandments from me. 

Open thou mine Eyes, that TI may ſee the won- 
drous things of 'thy Law. 

Lord, look thou upon me, and be merciful 
unto me, as thou. uſeſt to: do unto thoſe thar 
fear thy name. 

I have goos aſtray, like as a Sheep thar is 
loſt :- O ſeek thy Servant, for I do not forger 
ay Commandments. 

o well, O Lord, unto thoſe that are good 
and rrue of Hearr. 

As for me, I am poor and in miſery, haſte 
thee unto me, O God. 


Thou art my helper and my Redeemer ; O. 


Lord, make no long tarrying. 
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Books lately Printed for W. Crooke, 
at the Green-Dragon without 
Temple-Bar. 
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£, A Practical Diſcourſe upon the bleſſed 

"&. ' Sacrament : Shewing the Duties of 
the Communicant, before, at, and after 
the Eucharift ; 85. price 3s. 64. 


2. A Prattical Diſcourſes upon Prayer 3 
80. price 1 5. 


3- A Practical Diſcourſe upon Cherry, 
In its ſeveral Branchesz and of the Rea» 
ſonableneſs and uſeful Nature of this great 
Chriſtian Vertne: price 2 s.. 

Theſe rhres are alſo bound together, 
having the Ticle of Dr. Pellmp's three 
PraQical Diſcourſes: Vol. I. price 6 5. to- 
gether. 


4. A PraGtical Diſcourſe upon Hamility 3 
wherein ishewn the Nature, Reaſonable- 
neſs, and Uſefulnes thereof: Together 


with the ways of exprefling and increaſing 
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Books Printed for W. Crooke. 


5. A Practical Diſcourſe upon God's 
Love to Mankind : written for the fatis- 
faction of ſome ſcrupulous Perſons. Come 
out Fune 1694. | 

Theſe five written by the Reverend 
Dr. Peling, Author of this Book. 


6. The Chriſtian Manual, in Two Parts. 
x. The Catechumen, or an. Account given 
by the Young Perſon of his Knowledge 
in Religion, before his Admiſſion to the 
Lords Supper , as a Ground-work for his 
right Underſtanding the Sacrament. 2. An 
Introduction to the Sacrament, or a ſhort, 
- ſafe, and plain way to the Communion-Table ; 
being full Inſtruction for the worthy re- 
ceiving of the Lords Supper. To. which 
1s annexed, The Communicants. Afiſtant, 
being Devotions to that purpofe: Fitted 
to be uſed before, at, and after the re- 
cciving of the bleſſed Sacrament. Collet- 
ed for, and familiarly addreſſed to every 
particular Communicant, by the Reverend 
L. Addiſon, D. D. and Dean of Lichfeld : 
Recommended to all Chriſtians by che 
Reverend Dr. Scot , and- other Eminent 
Divines: price x 5s. Which ſaid Book is 
alſo bound with Common-Prayers. Sold by 
W. Croke. 
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7. Sermons newly Printed. Dr. Heaſcard, 
Dean of Windſor , his Three Sermons. 
Dr. Mannyingbam, Rector of .St. Andrews, 
his Nine Sermons, Dr. Pellizg, Retor of 
Petworth, his Two Sermons. Dr. Budpell, 
Rector of Symondsbury, his Sermon of Prayer. 
Mr. Lightonbouſe , ReFor of Waſhingburg, 
his Two Sermons. Mr. Clark's Thanks- 
giving-Sermon. Mr. Hil's Afiize-Sermon. 
Mc. rights Funeral-Sermon. Mr. Elkesby's 
Two Funeral-Sermons. Mr. Howell's Vi- 


fitation-Sermon. 


